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Integrated 
Bindery  Systems

Produce high quality booklets 
or extended content labels 
from digitally-printed sheets

•  Output speeds of up to 14,000 books/hour

•  High speed sheet feeder or feed from printed 
web up to 200 meters/min web speed

• Can run in-line with web printers 

•  Patented ISG glue binding option to replace  
wire staples 

•  Can handle 38gsm pharma paper for ECL 
label production

•  Sheet and booklet tracking for personalised 
booklets and 100% integrity

• Variable data content
•  24/7 heavy duty design to produce over 
 1 million booklets every month.

We  are  committed  to  supplying  the  highest  quality  digital 
finishing  solutions  which  delight  our  customers,  increase  
their  profitability,  provide  continuous  business  improvement 
and  encourage  their  loyalty  over  time



Smart-binder  SB-3  USPs  &  Features

Finished booklet delivery  

Trim waste 
removal

Booklet auto-reject 

Sheet 
collection

100% tracking & 
booklet integrity

• 2D Datamatrix code reading
• Variable number of pages
• Only correct books delivered

Optional high-pile 
sheet feeder 
SB-095 or SB-097

Optional loading trolley

ISG glue binding 
for optimum quality 

IBIS patented ISG Cold Glue 
Binding for improved booklet 
lay-flat and easier handlingWire stitching

•  Up to 6 Hohner 
wire stitch 
heads

•  Missing stitch 
detector

2-up center 
trimming 
option

Optional cover feeding with 
autoloader and code reader 
for cover matching

Dynamic 
perforation for 
sheet tear out

Reliable  high  speed  operation

•  Heavy duty construction
•  Produce over 1 million booklets each month
•  Minimal maintenance

Smart data 
analysis

•  View machine  
performance/diagnostics

•   Interface to log file data

Optional 
autoloader 
CAL-101

Link to in-line automated 
downstream modules 
such as: tabbing stacking, 
banding, inserting, pile-
wrapping, labelling, spine 
squaring and perfect-
binding



Printed 
sheets  

Optional sheet 
buffer SBS-100 

Optional 
high-pile 
sheet feeder

3-knife book 
trimmer

Up to 6 
wire stitch 
heads

Sheet and 
cover collector 

Optional ISG cold 
glue applicator 
(SB-3 only)  

Sheet  
plow-folding  

Sheet 
scoring  

Optional cover 
feeder or insert 
sheet feeder  

Rejected 
books

Good book 
delivery to optional 
tabber/stacker/bander/
inserter/pile-wrapper 
and/or labeller

Sheet input from 
upstream web 
cutter or IBIS sheet 
feeder SB-095/097 

Sheet Flow

Optional
buckle-folder
F-100 or RF-100

Smart-binder  paper  flow

Target  markets

• Examination Papers

• Healthcare & Medical

• ECL Labels

• Insurance

• Product Manuals

• Legal, Financial & Government

• Bulletins & Newsletters

• Music, Pharma, Magazines etc.

220  Smart-binders  are  installed  at customers  sites  world-wide 
These  are  used  for  a  wide  range  of  different  applications,  including:

Optional  additional  modules

F–100 
Buckle folder 
with optional 
sheet rotation

SBS–100 
Sheet buffer

BSS-10 
Stacker

SB-097 
In-line/off-line 
sheet feeder



IBIS 
Smart-
binder

Buckle folder 
may be added 
here

Web cutter

Sheet buffer or sheet feeder 
may be added here

Optional cut-sheet 
stack output

Optional buckle 
folder may be 
added here

Sheet pile 
feeder (with 
optional loading 
trolley system)

1. In-line  Smart-binder  fed  directly  from  digital  printer 
and  web  cutter

3.  Off-line  Smart-binder  fed  directly  from 
sheet  pile  feeder

Digital web printer

Roll Unwinder

IBIS Smart-binder

Finished 
booklet delivery

Finished booklet
delivery

2. Near-line  Smart-binder  fed  directly  from  roll  unwinder
and  web  cutter

IBIS Smart-binder
Web cutter Roll

Unwinder

Finished booklet
delivery

Optional buckle folder or sheet feeder 
may be added here

Web Buffer

System  Configurations



System  Specifications

Number  of  A4 
pages  in  booklet
(excluding separately-fed 

cover sheet) 

 
Web  speed

(meters/min)
150 m/min = 492 feet/min 

 
Output  rate

(books or sigs /min)
@100% efficiency*

 
Output  rate

(books or sigs /min)
@90% efficiency*

8 69 113.0 101.7

12 104 113.0 101.7

16 138 113.0 101.7

32 150 61.0 55.0

48 150 40.7 36.6

64 150 30.5 27.5

96 150 20.3 18.3

128 150 15.2 13.7

160 150 12.2 11.0

200 150 9.8 8.8

Overview

Smart-binder  performance  table 
A4  booklet  production  up  to  150 meters/min  web  speed
(using optional F-100 folder):

Trimmed  Book  size  
If using the optional trimmer 
center-knife then minimum  
booklet spine length reduces 
to 95mm.

Book Width: 
Min 120mm. Max: 225mm±

Spine Length: 
Min 210mm. Max 320mm*

Trim-off
Front: 4 – 25 mm

Sides: 4 – 20mm

Book 
Thickness

Minimum: 4 pages (1 sheet)  

Maximum: 10mm

Maximum
Output  speed  

7000 books/hour  
in 1-up mode

14,000 books/hour 
in 2-up mode 
(using trimmer center-knife)
 

Maximum
Input  speed  

130 meters/min 
web speed (426 feet/min) 

180-200 meters/min with 
additional folder 

450 sheets/min (off-line)

Paper  stock  weight Minimum: 38gsm

Wire  stitches
Optional loop stitching available

14mm staple. 
0.4 – 0.6mm dia round wire 

* Note: Model SB-X increases max to 457mm
± Note: Model SB-W increases max to 273mm

Smart-binder  Videos



The  IBIS  Smart-binder  has  a  large  number  of  optional  
ancilliary  modules  which  have  been  developed  to  meet  the  
full  range  of  customer  requirements:

Smart-binder  SB-3  floorplan  &  options

A

B

A
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 Off-line sheet feed 

 Sheet feed from a web-cutter 

 Optional modules 

Web-
cutter

Web-
cutter

RF-100

Digital web
printer 

Digital
web
printer 

SB-095

F-100

PLT-
100

Sheet
stack
output

Sheet
stack
output

SBS-100 TUSDC direction
changer 

ISG Cold glue system

Roll-
unwinder

Roll-
unwinder

Roll-
unwinder

Roll-
unwinder

Sheet
infeed
register 

HPL-
100

TWC-100 or TWC-101 Trim waste conveyor

3 Knife trimmer 

Printed rolls

Printed
rolls 

Unprinted
rolls 

Folder
scorer
section 

Operator
panel 

SB-096

Electrical Cabinet

Booklet or
Signature
Delivery 

Reject Bin  

CKN Center knife &
TCA-100 Spine clamp

DMP-100

HPL-
100

SB-097

Printed sheets

F-100

Unprinted rolls

Printed sheets

CIF-102 cover feeder 
CAL-101 cover auto-loader 
CIF-101 2nd cover feeder

SDA-100 Smart
data analysis
system

Key  to  Optional  Ancilliary  Modules 

BSS-10 Booklet stacker (BSS-10)

DMP-100 Dynamic perforator

F-100 Buckle folder

HPL-100 Pile loading trolley

PB-1500W 5-clamp perfect binder

PB-600B 1-clamp perfect binder

PLT-100 Pile loading trolley (for use with  
 SB-095 only)

PS-100 Pile strapper

RF-100 Sheet rotator and buckle folder

SB-095 Sheet pile feeder

SB-096 2nd Sheet pile feeder (use with SB-095)

SB-097 Sheet pile feeder, allows sheets to  
 pass over the top (in-line use)

SBS-100 Sheet buffer and re-feed module

SCF-100 Signature collector and feeder

SM-100 Spine squaring module

TUSDC Sheet separator and sheet direction  
 change modules

IBIS  Smart-binder  (saddle-stitcher)

Inserting

Spine
squaring

Booklet
tabbing
ATM-100

Laser
tab
cutting 
of front 
cover
(for 
ECLs)

Booklet
stacking
BSS-10

Pile
banding
PBM-100

Pile
rejection

Pile
rejection

Pile buffer
conveyor

Labelling
LPA-100

Polythene
flow-
wapping
FWR-100

Downstream equipment optimized for Examination Booklet production

Perfect 
binding
(SB-4
solution)



Customer  feedback

Thomas Wenske, Head of the Print Center for R+V:

Thomas Wenske, 
R+V Insurance, Germany

We acquired one of the first Smart-binder SB-3 machines from IBIS in 
2005 as part of a major rebranding initiative aimed at enhancing the 

presentation and value of our documents and policies for our customers. 
Achieving this goal involved several critical steps, and the IBIS Smart-binder 
played a pivotal role in the process. Its individual sheet gluing technology 
provided unmatched integrity and security, while delivering a superior 
appearance compared to wire stapling. The resulting flatter booklets were 
not only more professional but also easier to insert into envelopes, further 
streamlining our operations.

Thanks to the Smart-binder, we achieved a 30% boost in productivity while 
enhancing the personalization of our insurance policy documents—delivering 
both speed and quality to our customers. Building on the exceptional 
performance of the original Smart-binder, we confidently invested in 
additional IBIS technology, installing a new Smart-binder in 2013 and another 
in 2022. Each installation has reinforced our trust in IBIS as a leader in 
innovation, and their technology continues to support our commitment to 
delivering high-value products to our clients.

Maqprint, France

In their print factory close to 
Limoges, France Maqprint use 
a unique system using a Smart-
binder to produce stitched and 
trimmed booklets from rolls 
printed on an HP web printer.

When we explained to IBIS what we needed, 
they constructed a customized finishing 

system for us. The system runs very reliably and 
is a key component in enabling us to meet our 
customer’s requirements.

Philippe Sans, Owner of Maqprint, France:

We have built up years of experience in running four IBIS Smart-binders at 
our production site in LA. These machines proved to be solid performers 

and capable of operating at peak production rates over a long time periods. 
We then installed additional Smart-binder systems in Plano which are now 
operational and contributing well to this large new production site. We are pleased 
to have become one of the largest users of IBIS Smart-binders in the USA.

Steve Ellithorpe, Operations Manager, O’Neil Data Systems, Los Angeles:

Rodrigo Santelices, AMF’s Operations Manager:
AMF purchased an IBIS Smart-binder SB-3 fed from a 
high pile sheet feeder to product examination booklets. 

Our new off-line IBIS Smart-binder system is fed with piles of printed 
4pp sheets which it feeds at high speeds. It produces for us high quality 

stitched and 3-side trimmed 8 ½ x 11” examination booklets containing a 
variable number of pages. We also have the option of IBIS’s patented ISG cold 
glue binding system on this machine. This provides a unique new alternative 
to conventional wire stitching. The Smart-binder is a very heavy-duty and 
reliable system that is already performing well for us. AMF Impresion 

Variable S, Chile



IBIS is committed to offering our customers the highest 
quality digital finishing solutions and we will always:

• Act with openness and integrity in all our dealings with you, respond within one working day 
and respect the confidentiality of information you give us

• Only sell to you if we are confident that we can satisfy your requirements

• Review how our equipment may be customized to suit your specific needs

• Test and demonstrate your finishing job prior to sale, if needed

• Continue to work with you after installation until we achieve pre-agreed system performance  

• Give you continued technical support in the future.

I look forward personally to helping you put into operation a complete and highly-effective
book-finishing system which will increase your competitiveness and grow your business.

For further information, don’t hesitate to call me.
Phone: +44 1494 561 950, E-mail: John.Cracknell@ibis-bindery.com

John Cracknell
Managing Director, IBIS Bindery Systems

Our  reseller  and  support  partners  include:

Contact  us
IBIS UK (Head Office)
Contact: John Cracknell (Sales)

Martin Reed (Customer support) 

Phone: +44 1494 561 950
Address: 9, The Gateway Centre

High Wycombe HP12 3SU, UK 
E-mail: sales@ibis-bindery.com

BEST GRAPHICS GROUP (USA Distributor)
Contact: Mark Spelman
Phone: +1 800 236 7603
Address: N17 W24340 Riverwood Drive
 Waukesha
 WI 53188

USA
E-mail: marks@bestgraphics.net

www.ibis-bindery.com IBIS Customized Finishing Solutions

Integrated 
Bindery  Systems
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